


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear friends and colleagues, 

On behalf of the Executive Committee, and as 
President, of the Council of Chief Judges of State
Courts of Appeal, I cordially invite you to the 39th
Annual Conference to be held on November 13-17,
2018 at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina 
in California.  

This year’s conference theme is “’California Dreamin’
– Perfecting the Art of Communication as Chief.”
Our Annual Conference Committee Chair, Judge
Glenn Acree, from Lexington, Kentucky, has done 
a superb job, along with his committee members, 
to bring you a fabulous educational program.  Your
host judges, Justices Judith McConnell and Manuel
Ramirez, have gone above and beyond to formulate
intriguing subjects and plan a social calendar not to 
be forgotten.

Our keynote speaker, Professor Geoffrey Cowan, 
will kick off our conference with his talk:  “How 
Can Courts Maintain Trust and Credibility in an Era 
When Facts and Truth are Under Assault?”  Professor
Cowan is an award-winning educator, government 

official, best-selling author, playwright, and Emmy
Award-winning producer.  He is the Dean Emeritus 
of the Annenberg School of Communication and 
Journalism and Director of the Annenberg Center on
Communication Leadership & Policy at the University
of Southern California. He is sure not to disappoint
and will set the tone for the rest of the week.  

We again request that you bring children’s books to
give back to the host community.   Presiding Justice
Judith McConnell has identified Monarch School 
students in grades K-6 as the recipients.  Monarch
School has served San Diego for nearly 30 years, 
beginning as a one-room education center and 
expanding into a K-12 comprehensive school 
designed to educate homeless youth.  We hope 
to gift a book per student.  Please check the 
program for details.  

We look forward to seeing you in San Diego!  
It’s going to be totally fab!

MELANIE G. MAY

Melanie G. May
President, Council of
Chief Judges

39th Annual
Conference of

the Council,
November 

13-17, 2018.
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IN THEIR WORDS
“The annual conference is a great mix
of administrative judicial idea sharing,

camaraderie amongst fellow judges, and
fun activities with spouses. I have made
friendships through CCJSCA that will
last long after my judging days are over.”

Mark Pfeiffer
Chief Judge, 
Missourti Court of
Appeals, Western
District

“Each annual conference I attend gives
me new insights into the particular
challenges facing chief judges. And
every conference new friends are made
and existing friendships renewed. I 
try hard not to miss these enjoyable,
educational and useful opportunities 
to become a better chief judge.”Alexandra D. 

DiPentima
Chief Judge,
Connecticut 
Appellate Court

IN THEIR
WORDS

“During my 21 years on the Nebraska
Court of Appeals, I have attended
many judicial educational programs
but none compare to the CCJSCA 
conferences.  I have found that not
only are the educational programs 
outstanding but the interaction with
present and former Chief Judges is very
beneficial.   I believe, as a Chief Judge
for 10 years, the information that was
presented and the networking with
other judges all made me a better Chief
Judge for my state. All Chief Judges
should attend.”

Everett O. Inbody
Judge, Nebraska
Court of Appeals,
(Ret.)“



For the 2018 annual meeting, we once again ask for
your assistance with putting some books in the hands
of great kids.  This year, our host Presiding Justice
Judith McConnell has identified Monarch School in
San Diego as the recipient of your generous gift.  The
target students are in grades K-6.  Monarch School
has served San Diego for nearly 30 years, beginning
as a one-room education center and expanding into 
a K-12 comprehensive school designed to educate
homeless youth.  CCJSCA hopes to gift one book per
student in these seven grades.  Please help us accom-
plish this goal by bringing a suitable book with you
to San Diego.  Please refer to the conference website
for book suggestions.  You can drop off your book
donation at the Marina 5 Room at the Sheraton San
Diego Hotel and Marina.  

SPECIAL EVENTS

New chief judges and first-time attendees are 
encouraged to attend this orientation to meet
CCJSCA leadership to discuss how the Council
can help you: 1) address key adminstrative issues
in your newfound position and; 2) teach methods
for encouraging effective communication and 
collegialty with others on your court.

NEW CHIEF JUDGES OF THE
STATE COURTS OF APPEAL

ORIENTATION
Tuesday, November 13
2:30 PM to 4:30 PM

COMMUNITY OUTREACH –
5TH ANNUAL BOOK DRIVE

Please see the Social Program agenda
for a schedule of all the wonderful daytime

and evening activities.



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Noon to 7:00 PM
Registration

2:30 PM to 4:30 PM
New Chief Judge and First-Time 
Attendee Orientation
Marina 6
Through interactive discussions with
the CCJSCA leadership and other
new judges, this orientation will 
familiarize new chiefs and first-time 
attendees with the multitude of skills
and tasks required of their newfound
position and teach methods for en-
couraging effective communication
and collegiality with others on the
court. 

6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Welcome Reception at Hotel
Grande Ballroom B
Participants, spouses, and guests

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
7:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Registration (continued)

7:00 AM to 8:30 AM
Breakfast
Grande Ballroom B
Participants, spouses, and guests

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Committee Meetings
Administration of Justice 

Committee Meeting
Administration of Justice

Committee Members
Marina 6

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Education Committee Meeting
Education Committee Members
Marina 3

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Membership Committee Meeting
Membership Committee Members
Marina 4

8:30 AM to 8:45 AM
Opening Ceremonies
Grande Ballroom C
Participants, spouses, and guests
Pledge of Allegiance and National

Anthem performed by Ellie and
Katie O’Connell, San Diego Girl
Scouts Troop 8157

Welcoming Remarks by 
Hon. Melanie G. May, Judge, 

Florida Fourth District Court 
of Appeal; President, Council 
of Chief Judges of the State 
Courts of Appeal

Hon. Judith M. McConnell, 
Presiding Justice, California 
Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate
District, Division One; Host

8:45 AM to 8:50 AM
Stretch Break

8:50 AM to 9:30 AM
Keynote Address:  How Can Courts
Maintain Trust and Credibility in an
Era When Facts and Truth are Under
Assault?
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction
Hon. Melanie G. May, Judge, Florida

Fourth District Court of Appeal

Speaker
Geoffrey Cowan, Director, 

USC Annenberg Center on 
Communication Leadership &
Policy, University of Southern 
California 

Description
We spend years as lawyers building
our reputations and trying to protect
the reputation of the legal system 
we serve. That reputation is fragile,
however, and can be easily lost or

EDUCATION PROGRAM AGENDA
THEME: California Dreamin’ – Perfecting the Art of Communication as Chief



damaged in a moment of bad judg-
ment or due to unfair reports by the
news or by social media.  As judges,
we take those lessons with us, but 
realize that the fragility and loss 
potential is magnified because of 
the decisions we make.  As chief
judges, we take one more step out 
on the limb.  Today we live in an 
era when facts and truth are under
assault.  As an institution of justice,
we must do everything in our power
to maintain the trust of the public we
serve. Professor Cowan will provide
us with some suggestions for ways to
help us try to reach that goal.  

9:30 AM to 9:45 AM
Break
Grande Foyer

9:45 AM to Noon 
Education Session:  Pay Attention!
Mindfulness and Meditation for
Judges
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction
Hon. Carolyn Wright, Chief 

Justice, Texas Fifth District 
Court of Appeals

Speaker
Lisa Blue Ph.D., J.D., Attorney at

Law, Baron and Blue

Description
Through lecture and practice, 
this session will explore the science 
behind mindfulness and meditation
and teach basic techniques to in-
crease your focus, decrease stress, 
and stimulate creativity.  Included
will be the latest research on demen-
tia, how the practice of mindfulness
and mediation help alleviate cogni-
tive impairment, and methods a chief
judge can implement with a colleague
exhibiting signs of diminished mental
capacity.

Noon to 1:30 PM
Luncheon
Grande Ballroom B
Participants and guests

Topic:  On the Firing Line – 
Chief Judges and Ethics 

Introduction
Hon. Judith M. McConnell, 

Presiding Justice, California 
Court of Appeal, Fourth 
Appellate District, Division One

Speaker
Hon. M. Margaret McKeown, 

Judge, United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit.

Description
This program will highlight the 
latest ethics issues facing chief judges
nationally from the perspective of a
leader in drafting judicial codes of
conduct.

1:30 PM to 1:45 PM
Break
Grande Foyer

1:45 PM to 2:15 PM
Thomson Reuters West:  Artificial
Intelligence
Participants and guests
Grande Ballroom C

Introduction
Hon. Margret G. Robb, Judge, 

Court of Appeals of Indiana

Speaker
Mike Dahn, Senior Vice President,

Westlaw Product Management,
Thomson Reuters, Legal

Description
This session will focus on how 
artificial intelligence has grown 
and matured; new advances to 
assist judges, courts and lawyers 
in their respective responsibilities,
and what products we can expect 
in the future.

2:15 PM to 2:20 PM
Stretch Break

2:20 PM to 3:35 PM
Education Topic:  Clear, Concise 
and Understandable Opinions:  
The Art of Effective Editing
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests



Introduction
Hon. Carmen Messano, Presiding 

Judge for Administration, 
New Jersey Superior Court, 
Appellate Division 

Moderator
Hon. Jack M. Sabatino, P.J.A.D., 

Deputy Presiding Judge for 
Administration, Superior Court 
of New Jersey, Appellate Division

Panel
Mary Beth Beazley, Professor of Law,

William C. Boyd School of Law,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Wendy McGuire Coats, Partner and
Appellate Counsel, Fisher Phillips,
San Francisco

Description
Now that court opinions are avail-
able for the world to see, effective 
editing and proofreading is para-
mount.  This panel will explore the
differences between editing and
proofreading and how issues such 
as style, correctness, punctuation,
and clarity must be a priority for
achieving clear, concise, and under-
standable opinions.   Included will 
be a discussion on details to include
or eliminate in our opinions due to
privacy or security concerns.

3:35 PM to 3:45 PM
Break

3:45 PM to 5:00 PM 
Education Topic:  Communication
on the Court and Beyond
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction and Moderators
Hon. Alan M. Loeb, Chief Judge,

Colorado Court of Appeals
Hon. William D. Palmer, District

Judge, Florida Fifth District Court
of Appeal

Hon. Larry Vaught, Judge, Arkansas
Court of Appeals

Description
One of the main jobs of a chief judge
is to be the face and voice of the
court to ensure smooth operation,
collegiality, and an efficient work 
environment.  In this capacity, the

chief assures a well-maintained, 
integrated judicial system with both
the bench and the bar and collabora-
tively interacts and advocates with
the legislative branch to protect the
fiscal integrity of the court.  In this
session, participants will engage in
facilitated discussions about commu-
nications with the legislature, bench
and bar, and new judges.   

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Fiesta at the Casa Guadalajara
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres 
Participants, spouses, and guests
Meet in the hotel lobby.  
Buses depart from The Sheraton 
at 5:30 PM and return at 8:30 PM.

Dinner on your own

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15

7:00 AM to 8:30 AM
Breakfast
Grande Ballroom B
Participants, spouses, and guests

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Long Range Planning Committee
Meeting
Long Range Planning Committee
Members
Marina 3

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Membership Committee
Membership Committee Members
Marina 6

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Website Committee Meeting
Website Committee Members
Marina 4

8:30 AM to 8:45 AM
CCJSCA Website:  What’s Up?
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Facilitators
Hon. Vance W. Raye, Presiding 

Justice, California Court of 
Appeal, Third District

Hon. Margret G. Robb, Judge, 
Indiana Court of Appeals



Description
Presiding Justice Vance Raye and
Judge Maggie Robb will highlight the
latest information on the CCJSCA
Website.  So, tune in to learn about
the new information and resources
available through your CCJSCA
membership.

8:45 AM to 8:50 AM
Stretch Break

8:50 AM to 10:15 AM 
Education Topic:  Mendez. v. West-
minster: Using the 14th Amendment
7 Years Before Brown
Grande Ballroom C
Participants, spouses and guests

Introduction
Hon. Manuel Ramirez, Presiding 

Justice, California Court of 
Appeal, Fourth Appellate 
District, Division Two

Speakers
Hon. Frederick P. Aguirre, Judge

(Ret.), Superior Court of 
California, County of Orange

Christopher Arriola, Supervising
Deputy District Attorney, Santa
Clara County, Office of the 
District Attorney

Description
This 1947 landmark case held 
that school segregation itself is 
unconstitutional and violates the

14th Amendment.  This session will
explore the history of Mendez v.
Westminster, what it accomplished,
and what it failed to do, if anything. 

10:15 AM to 10:30 AM
Break
Grande Foyer

10:30 AM to Noon
Education Topic: Immigration 
Law for State Courts of Appeal – 
What Jurists Need to Know
Grande Ballroom C
Participants, spouses, and guests

Introduction
Hon. Judith M. McConnell, Presiding 

Justice, California Court of 
Appeal, Fourth Appellate 
District, Division One

Speakers
Hon. Curtis A. Kin, Judge, California

Superior Court
Hon. Rodin Rooyani, Assistant 

Chief Immigration Judge, U.S. 
Immigration Court 

Description
This presentation will provide an
overview of the intersection between
immigration law and state law and
what state court judges should know.
For appellate court judges we will
gain a better understanding of some
of the challenges faced by the courts
in dealing with persons who are not
citizens but who are involved in civil,
including family, dependency and
probate, and criminal proceedings.

Noon to 12:45 PM 
Lunch at hotel
Participants, spouses, and guests
Grande Foyer

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
International Border Tour
Participants, spouses, and guests
Meet in the hotel lobby.  
Buses depart from The Sheraton at
1:00 PM and return at 4:00 PM.

Free Evening

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16
7:00 AM to 8:30 AM
Breakfast
Grande Ballroom B
Participants, spouses and guests

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Annual Conference Committee
Meeting
2018 and 2019 Annual Conference 

Committee Members
Marina 6

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Finance Committee Meeting
Finance Committee Members
Marina 3

7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
Newsletter Committee Meeting
Newsletter Committee Members
Marina 4



8:30 AM to 9:30 AM
Education Topic:  Breaking Barriers
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction
Hon. David Gratton, Chief Judge,

Idaho Court of Appeals 

Speaker
Hon. Richard A. Robinson, Chief

Justice, Supreme Court of 
Connecticut

Description
Judges, in their professional associa-
tions and judicial responsibilities, 
encounter difficult and uncomfortable
situations involving race, color, eth-
nicity, gender, sex, culture, diversity,
bias and discrimination.  First, it is
imperative that we recognize, inter-
nalize, and minimize our personal 
biases.  In addition, justice, in all its
facets, requires us to ensure fair and
unbiased procedures, processes, and
outcomes.  Chief Justice Robinson
will share his own story about race, 
implicit bias, racial anxiety, and 
diversity and using multi-media, raise
awareness, create real understanding,
and promote constant awareness.

9:30 AM to 9:45 AM
Break
Grande Foyer

9:45 AM to 10:45 AM
Education Topic:  Wow Your 
Audience: Fine-Tuning the Art 
of Verbal Communication
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction
Hon. Melanie G. May, Judge, Florida

Fourth District Court of Appeal

Speaker
Barbara Tannenbaum, Senior 

Lecturer in Theatre Arts and 
Performance Studies, Brown 
University 

Description
Learn useful tips on delivering an 
effective speech, how to perfect 
your style, and insure your message 

is heard and understood.  This 
dynamic and vibrant presenter 
will teach you verbal and non-
verbal communication patterns 
and demonstrate the nuances of 
gender communication.  Become 
the next great communicator!

10:45 AM to 11:00 AM
Break
Grande Foyer

11:00 AM to Noon  
Education Topic:  Sex-Based 
Harassment in the Workplace: 
Protecting the Court and 
Employee from Misconduct
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction and Facilitator
Hon. Cory J. Ciklin, Judge, Florida

Fourth District Court of Appeal

Speaker
Nancy L. Abell, Esq., Partner, 

Paul Hastings LLP

Description
Trial Attorney Nancy L. Abell will
present an interactive and participa-
tory program designed for chief
judges as they address issues of 
sexual harassment and bullying 
in the judicial workplace.  As a
means for developing a comprehen-
sive sexual harassment policy and 
eradicating misconduct, explicit 
policy advice and samples, guidelines
for complaint channels, and report-
ing procedures will be discussed.  

Noon to 12:30 PM
Group Photograph
Council Members

12:30 PM to 1:45 PM
Luncheon and General Business
Meeting
Grande Ballroom B
Participants and guests

1:45 PM to 2:00 PM
Break
Grande Foyer



2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
Education Topic:  Latest 
Challenges to a Secure Court 
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction
Hon. Judith M. McConnell, 

Presiding Justice, California 
Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate
District, Division One

Speakers
Carol C. Lam, Senior Vice President

and Legal Counsel, Qualcomm 
Incorporated

Kris Virtue, Head, Global 
Information Security 
and Risk Management, 
Qualcomm Incorporated        

Description
Cyber-crime does not discriminate.
Enterprises across the globe – big 
and small – are exposed to security
breaches and identity thefts.  In this
session, experts from private industry
will highlight the latest cybersecurity
threats to our courts. 

3:00 PM to 3:15 PM
Break
Grande Foyer

3:15 PM to 4:30 PM
Education Topic:  Two Views on the
Latest Constitutional Law Decisions 
Grande Ballroom C
Participants and guests

Introduction
Hon. Susan Peikes Gantman, 

President Judge, Superior Court 
of Pennsylvania

Speakers
Pamela S. Karlan, Kenneth and 

Harle Montgomery Professor 
of Public Interest Law, Stanford
Law School

Michael Ramsey, Professor of 
Law; Director, International & 
Comparative Law Programs, 
University of San Diego School 
of Law

Description
This session will provide a fast-paced
point/counterpoint discussion by con-
stitutional law scholars on the latest
U.S. Supreme Court decisions.  The

focus will be on the decisions them-
selves, what they mean, and how
they will impact state courts. 

6:00 PM to 9:30 PM
Farewell Tour and Dinner – 
USS Midway Museum
Participants, spouses, and guests
Meet in the hotel lobby.  
Buses depart The Sheraton at 
6:00 PM and return at 9:30 PM

Adjournment

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
8:30 AM to 10:00 AM
Executive Committee Meeting
Executive Committee Members
Marina 2

Photography by Reserve San Diego
www.reservesandiego.com

California Dreamin’ –
Perfecting the Art 
of Communication 

as Chief



HOTEL

The CCJSCA 2018 annual conference will be held at the Sheraton
San Diego Hotel & Marina, San Diego, California. The hotel is 
located at 1380 Harbor island Drive. The telephone number at 
the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina is (619) 692-2248. 

The room rate at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina 
is $219 per night single or double, $239 per night triple or 
quadruple, plus 12.70% tax. The room rate is good November 
13, 2018 to November 17, 2018. The cut-off date for making
reservations is Monday, October 22, 2018.  Please make your 
hotel reservation by clicking on the following link:
https://book.passkey.com/e/49731970. If you call in to make 
your reservation, please mention the CCJSCA conference to 
take advantage of the group rate. 

Reservations may be cancelled up to 72 hours prior to arrival 
without penalty. If complete cancellation takes place within 72
hours of the scheduled arrival, a cancellation fee equal to one (1)
night’s room rate will be charged with the exception of a personal
or medical emergency where verification can be provided. Check-in
time is 3:00PM. Check-out time is 12:00PM. 

Please also visit http://www.sheratonsandiegohotel.com/ or call
(619) 692-2248 for more information about the Sheraton San
Diego Hotel & Marina.

TRAVEL INFORMATION
Conference Hotel and Accommodations

The room rate is good November 13 to November 17, 2018. The cut-off date
for making reservations is Monday, October 22, 2018.

http://www.sheratonsandiegohotel.com/

$219Room
rate is

per night single or double
plus 12.70% tax. 

https://book.passkey.com/e/49731970
http://www.sheratonsandiegohotel.com/
http://www.sheratonsandiegohotel.com/


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:

Lynn Kuderka
National Center for State Courts

300 Newport Avenue
Williamsburg, VA 23185

(757) 259-1558
(757) 259-1520 FAX
lkuderka@ncsc.org

www.ncsc.org 

TRAVEL INFORMATION

TUITION AND
REGISTRATION FEES

The conference tuition and registration fee
is $395 per participant. The spouse/guest
fee is $295 per spouse or guest. Please
complete and submit the online registra-
tion form at www.ccjsca.org no later than
October 22, 2018. Your adherence to this
schedule will greatly assist the host state
and the Secretariat in planning for your
participation. The CCJSCA Federal 
Taxpayer ID Number is 26-0143427.

CCJSCA REFUND/
CANCELLATION POLICY

All fees will be refunded less a $50 pro-
cessing fee to those whose written request
is received by the National Center for State
Courts before October 29, 2018.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Completed scholarship applications are
due to the Secretariat no later than August
24, 2018. Please complete the online schol-
arship application as soon as possible.
Your application will be received by the
Secretariat and provided to the Scholarship
Committee for consideration.

TRAVEL
The hotel is located 3 minutes from the San
Diego International Airport. The Sheraton
San Diego Hotel & Marina provides a cour-
tesy airport shuttle. The courtesy airport
shuttle arrives every 20-25 minutes from
4:45 am – 1:00 am. An Uber ride costs 
approximately $10.00 from the San Diego
International Airport to the hotel. 

CLIMATE
The average maximum temperature in 
San Diego in November is 70 degrees. 
The average minimum temperature in 
November is 54 degrees. You may want 
to pack an umbrella just in case the area
experiences rain showers.

www.ccjsca.org

