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DATE:   25 October 2018

	COMMITTEE NAME:
Margret Robb

	CHAIR/VICE CHAIR:
Kem Frost

	DATES ON WHICH MEETINGS HAVE BEEN HELD:

Monthly conference calls

	SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE OBJECTIVES:
To increase membership engagement, increase website traffic, and provide more education to our members. 
A new website section was added called Emerging Issues with the goal of getting members to report on cases, statutes, employment issues, etc. that would be of general interest and also to serve as a forecast of what might transpire in other states. Additionally, a secondary speech bank format was created so that people did not have to post entire speeches, but could post a narrative about a speech a member had give so that if that interested another member, individual contact could be made. 

	ISSUES DISCUSSED, COMPLETED AND PENDING AS OF THE DATE OF THE REPORT:
Until the new website is up and running, it has been difficult to achieve our goal. It is the committee’s intent to continue with this goal in hopes that the website revision will encourage more involvement

	SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTIONS TAKEN:

A new website section was added called Emerging Issues with the goal of getting members to report on cases, statutes, employment issues, etc. that would be of general interest and also to serve as a forecast of what might transpire in other states. Additionally, a secondary speech bank format was created so that people did not have to post entire speeches, but could post a narrative about a speech a member had give so that if that interested another member, individual contact could be made. 
Until the new website is up and running, it has been difficult to achieve our goal. It is the committee’s intent to continue with this goal in hopes that the website revision will encourage more involvement.

	IDENTIFY RECOMMENDATIONS THAT ARE TO BE PRESENTED TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
There are other education things that can be tackled. For instance, some minor funding to allow more GEMS tidbits to be done. Perhaps members have speakers in their own states who for a small honorarium would be willing to do a short GEMS speech on an interesting topic that could be placed on the website.
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