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SUBJECT:	Fundraising Update

	The Development Committee had limited success in its effort to raise funds to support the 2018 conference of the Council of Chief Judges of State Courts of Appeal.
Personalized fundraising letters signed by retired Chief Judges Bud Arnot (Texas), John Martin (North Carolina), and Art Scotland (California) were sent to 131 law firms around the nation (including the top 99 national law firms, 15 Florida law firms not on the top 99 list, and 7 San Diego law firms not on the top 99 list); personalized letters also were sent to 36 law-related organizations – for a total of 167 fundraising letters.
	The fundraising letters sent to Florida law firms stated, “with an annual contribution at the Gold Benefactor level of $1,750, your firm will receive recognition at every conference and an invitation for two lawyers to attend a networking event and the closing dinner session.  An annual contribution at  the Silver level of $1,500 receives recognition at every conference and an invitation to a networking event.  An annual contribution at the Bronze level of $500 receives recognition at every conference.”
	At the direction of the Executive Committee, the fundraising letters later sent to the other law firms and to law-related organizations stated, “with an annual contribution of $3,500 or $1,750, [the law firm or organization] will receive recognition at every conference and an invitation for two to attend the 2018 conference closing dinner session on the USS Midway in San Diego.”
	Only six recipients of the fundraising letters made contributions.  A total of $9,500 was received from three Florida law firms, one national law firm, and two law-related organizations, as follows:	
Florida Law Firms
Kelley Uustal PLC: $1,750
Kreusler-Walsh: $500
Tripp Scott: $1,750
National Law Firms and San Diego Law Firms
Gibson Dunn: $1,750
Law-Related Organizations
Indiana Trial Lawyers Association: $3,500
Melvin Belli Society: $250
Follow-up phone calls are being made to a select number of law firms and organizations in hope they will make contributions.
Based on advice from an industry leader, fundraising letters were not sent to any corporations because, as he explained, this is a significant election year when the focus of discretionary corporate spending is directed toward election issues, not charitable contributions to organizations like CCJSCA.   

